
PUBLIC PROPERTY MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 5, 2015 – 6:00 P.M. 

 
Chairman Clarke called the Public Property Committee meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   Public Property 

Committee members present were Aldermen Clarke, Marzahl and Adams.   Also present were City Clerk 

Wells, Alderman Meza, City Administrator Nelson and Attorney Michael Smoron with Zukowski, 

Rogers, Flood & McArdle. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  NONE 

 
CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS FRANCHISE RENEWAL 

Chairman Clarke turned the meeting over to City Administrator Nelson who reported that Charter 

Communications initiated correspondence in February, 2014 to renew the cable franchise agreement 

which expires on August 21, 2016.  City Administrator Nelson further noted a recent conversation with 

the President of the Village of Richmond who inquired about working together in an effort to create more 

leverage with Charter Communications. 

 

City Administrator Nelson introduced Attorney Michael Smoron with Zukowski, Rogers, Flood and 

McArdle who reviewed his written analysis of the proposed franchise agreement which is inferior to the 

existing agreement that the City has.  Attorney Smoron indicated there is very little leeway to negotiate 

particularly if there aren’t any issues with the existing agreement.  Customer service standards and audits 

are now preempted by state law.  Further, Federal law doesn’t allow for increasing compensation in 

excess of 5% for utilizing the right of way.   

 

Attorney Smoron suggested an alternative to the proposed franchise agreement would be to extend the 

existing agreement for a period of five to ten years.  Attorney Smoron sent correspondence to Mike Hill, 

Sr. Government Affairs Officer at Charter on May 29, 2014 and reported there was a verbal indication 

from Charter that they would be open to extending the existing franchise agreement. 

 

The general consensus was to direct Attorney Smoron to follow-up with Charter Communications to 

propose a ten year extension of the existing agreement, with an exclusion on internet service, leaving that 

option open for further discussion should internet become taxable at a future point in time. 

 

Administrator Nelson will advise the Village of Richmond that the City is pursuing an extension of our 

existing agreement. 

 
RESIDENT REQUEST TO PURCHASE CITY OWNED PROPERTY IN PARK POINTE SUBDIVISION 

A resident in Park Pointe Subdivision inquired about purchasing the 10’ piece of city-owned property 

(Outlot A) that adjoins his property and is adjacent to the pond in Park Pointe Subdivision. Administrator 

Nelson briefly reviewed past procedure whereby the City held an open bidding process for many of the 

lots in Park Pointe adjacent to the pond.  There are still five lots left that were not purchased through the 

previous sealed bid in 2010. 

 

Moved by Clarke, seconded by Marzahl to recommend to the City Council to declare Lots 37, 39, 43, 45 

and 46 as surplus property to be sold through a sealed bid process, with a minimum bid of $200.   All 

ayes.  Motion carried.  Administrator Nelson indicated if approved at the February City Council meeting, 

the time frame would be to publish three times prior to the March 24
th
 City Council at which time the bids 

would be opened. 

 

Chairman Clarke will notify those affected homeowners that the properties will be offered for sale 

through a sealed bid process at a minimum bid of $200. 

 

At 6:46 pm, motion made by Alderman Clarke, seconded by Alderman Marzahl to adjourn.  All ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Submitted by 

Chairman Mike Clarke 


