City of Harvard

Community Newsletter, May 2005

From the Mayor's Desk,

By Mayor Ralph Henning

Be A
Census WorRer.
See Inside ...

The recent election has left the City Council and our community well-positioned for
the future. I have great faith that our elected officials will continue the tradition of hard
work and cooperation that we have all worked so hard to create.

I commend all of the candidates in the recent election. Their participation is proof of
their commitment to our city.

We should all be proud of the progress that Harvard has made in recent years. The Ci ty's Website Has a
Without Waivering (WOW) code enforcement program has identified thousands of code

violations that are being corrected. Unsafe conditions and overcrowding are well on their New Look!
way to becoming a thing of the past. Check it out and be sure to come
The downtown and Arrowhead Tax Increment Financing (TIF) districts are both well back often! New features are added

underway and will be very beneficial to our city. A third district is planned on Route 14 to regularly.

become a commercial corridor. It will be needed to accommodate the increase in The City of Harvard has joined
commercial activity we are seeing. forces with CGI Communications,

We recently ‘cut the ribbon’ at the Inc. to promote community pride

grand opening of the Sullivan’s Foods with a high-quality, informative

expansion (photo at left). Harvard is onlin§ video about Har'varfl anq
sure to see many similar events in its what it has to offer. This video is

 future. produced by e-LocalLinkTM, a
division of CGI, and includes a

Some thought that Harvard would
welcome from the Mayor.

die when Motorola left. Yet since then,
residential building permits have We welcome your ideas, feedback
increased, new businesses have and suggestions on how we can
opened and other new projects are in improve the site and better serve our
¥ the works. Harvard didn’t die. It didn’t community. Give us a call at 943-

- | slide backward. We didn’t stand still. 6468 and let us know what you’d
Congratulations to Sullivan Foods! Harvard chose to move forward. Many like to be able to find online.

people are working very hard to create positive change in this community, and the results
of their efforts will become even clearer in the months ahead. www.cityofharvard.org
This is my final column as Mayor. It has been an honor and a privilege to serve you

and I thank you. And remember: This is your city, your
community. Get involved and be part of the process. It’s a

very worthwhile endeavor. Upcoming City Events
May 2 Tumbling Camp Begins
May 2 Spring Brush Pickup Begins

May 5 Harvard Main Street Cinco de Mayo Festival
May 9-13 Areas 1 & 2 Hydrant Flushing
May 16-20 Areas 3 & 4 Hydrant Flushing
June 3-5 64th Annual Milk Days Festival

Early Summer’s Special Census
(dates to be announced)




City of Harvard
Municipal Information

www.cityofharvard.org
Effective May 4, 2005

Mayor.......oooe i Jay Nolan
City Treasurer........ccccocceeeeenns Beverly Meseck
City Clerk ... Andy Wells
Aldermen

Ward 1 ..o Chuck Marzahl
............................................................... Vacant
Ward 2....ccooiiiiiiii, Phillip Ulmer
.......................................................... Joel Berg
Ward 3. Scott Logan
....................................................... Scott Dikun
Ward 4 ... Tom Hay

Municipal Staff

City Administrator...........ccccceeoee Dave Nelson
Acting Chief of Police................... Andy Oparyk
Administrative Assistant.................. Lori Moller
Building Inspector .................. Jim Kruckenberg
Building Inspector ..................... Steve Santeler
Supt. Public Works .................... Jim Carbonetti
Supt. Utilities ......cccvvveeeeieieeeis Keith Gibson
Supt. Parks & Recreation .............. Bob Burkart

City Phone Numbers

City Hall ..o 943-6468
................................................. Fax: 943-4556
Dial-A-Ride .......oooviiiiiiiiiiicec 943-7700
EMERGENCY .....ccocvirmininrnnnneennnen Dial 9-1-1
Police Dept. (non-emergency)........... 943-4431
Fire/Rescue (non-emergency)........... 943-6927
Harvard Diggins Library............c........ 943-4671
Public Works Dept........ccoovvvvvvvvnnnnnee. 943-0301
Public Works Garage............ccccceeenne. 943-4161
Swimming Pool.......ccccceeeeiiiiiiiiin, 943-4300
WWTP e 943-6626

City Council Meetings are held at City Hall
every third Wednesday at 7 p.m. The public is
invited to attend.

Special Census
WorRers Needed

The City will be conducting a
Special Census this spring/summer
to get an updated population count
and local residents are needed as
paid Census Workers.

A Job That
Counts!

* Temporary full-time work
* 20-25 days of employment
* Applicants must be available days, nights and weekends
* Pay: $12.50/hour plus reimbursable mileage

* Must be 18 years of age (restricted hiring of 16-17 year-old high
school graduates)

« Have valid driver’s license and access to work automobile

The U.S. Census Bureau will conduct job testing in our community
soon. We hope you will consider applying.

For additional information or to obtain an application, contact:
Lori Moller, Administrative Asst.

City of Harvard

201 W. Front Street, Harvard

(815) 943-6468

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

From the City ClerRk’s Office By Andy Wells

As I begin my second term as the City Clerk, I look back at the last
four years with a sense of accomplishment. Many positive changes have
been implemented and are on a track to continue, including the WOW
code enforcement program, new industrial development, new road and
curb programs and better parks. The City of Harvard has reason to be
proud of its leaders. With a new Mayor and City Council ready to take
their places in May, Harvard can be assured that positive initiatives like
these will continue and that more will follow.

I would like to thank the outgoing council members for their help,
cooperation and insights that helped teach me how better to serve our
community. [ look forward to working in the same manner with the new
members.

I also challenge the citizens of Harvard to become involved as our city
moves forward. Every City Council and committee meeting is open to
the public. Information on issues is also available at City Hall and on the
city’s website at www.cityotharvard.org.

To continue moving forward as a community will require an open
discussion of ideas and opinions. The people elected to the City Council,
and the people appointed to the various boards have made a commitment
to our community. If residents respond in kind we will make Harvard
‘the greatest place to be’.
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Spring 2005 Brush Pickup

Spring Brush Pickup begins on Monday, May
2 and will continue until all wards have been
picked up. To ensure pickup, all tree branches
must be placed by the curb prior to the day
pickup begins, but not more than one week
ahead of time. All branches must be at least
three feet long with the cut end stacked to the
curb. Branches are to be free of roots and dirt.
The crew will not accept boards or wire, vines,
evergreens or fir trees. There is a 20-minute time
limit for chipping. After 20 minutes, the resident
will be billed $125.00 per hour with a minimum
$50.00 charge.

Public Works Needs Your Help

When mowing your lawn this season, the
Public Works Department reminds you to mow

J.U.L.L.LE. — Call Before You Dig!

You may be surprised by what’s buried in
your yard. That’s because more and more power,
gas, water and telecommunications companies
are delivering utility services underground. To
avoid damaging those lines, State Law requires
you to call JULIE at (800) 982-0123 two
working days in advance of any digging project,
regardless of its size or depth.

JULIE, Inc. is a not-for-profit message
handling service for homeowners and
contractors. Operators are available 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. The call is free and so
are the services. JULIE will alert its member
utility companies of your plans to dig so they can
come out and mark their underground lines at
your site. JULIE does not own or mark any

Hydrant Flushing
Area 1 &2 May 9 - 13
Area3 & 4 May 16 - 20

Area 1: East of Division St. and north

of Route 173

Area 2: West of Division St. and north of
railroad tracks

Area 3: South of Route 173 and east of Ayer St.
Area 4: West of Ayer St. and south of railroad
tracks

Hydrant flushing may create rust and
brown-colored water. The water is safe to
drink but will stain clothes washed in it.

If you experience rusty water, run your faucet

in towards your lawn and away from the street.
Per section 11.14 of the Harvard Municipal
Code, it’s the law! This will help prevent storm
drains from clogging up.

more information.

underground facilities.

Call JULIE or visit www.Illinois1call.com for

Plan Ahead for 64th Annual

Milk Days Festival
June 3-5 at Milky Way Park

May 14 Queen Coronation

May 15 Prince and Princess Contest

May 20 Bed Race Preliminary

May 26 Cooking School

May 29 Horse Show

June 1 Big Wheel Races/Bed Race Finals

June 3-5 Helicopter Rides, Carnival, Concessions,
Petting Zoo, Market Place, Hot Air
Balloon Launch (weather permitting)

June 3 Youth Parade
Entertainment: Maggie Speaks

June 4 Farm Tours, Milk Run/Walk (2 Mile Milk
Run/Walk and 10K Run), Arts & Crafts Fair,
Milk Days Brunch, Chain Saw Carving,
Milk Drinking Contest, Cow Chip Lotto,
Milk Days Parade at | PM

June 5 New Hope Community Church Service,

Rock County Pullers, Cattle Show, Talent
Show, Cow Chip Lotto, Chain Saw Carving

Entertainment: New Odyssey
Grand Finale: Fireworks at dusk

More information is available by visiting
www.cityotharvard.org or www.milkdays.com.

until clear.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

The men and women of the
Harvard Police Department would
like to wish everyone Happy Spring!
As the nice weather settles in, kids
are participating in outside activities
and riding their bicycles. The Illinois
Vehicle Code provides laws for the
safe operation of bicycles on
roadways and parents must make
their children aware of them. The
police department has free bicycle
safety books available. Stop by to get
one and read it over with your
children. Let’s test your knowledge
right now: When a school bus has its
stop sign out: 1) a bicyclist can
ignore it and ride by; 2) a bicyclist
must come to a complete stop and
give a stop hand signal; 3) a bicyclist
moves to the other side of the road
and continues on his/her way.
(Answer follows at end).

Be alert while driving in
residential neighborhoods and watch
for children riding their bicycles into
the road or running after a ball
without watching for traffic. On
many City streets the posted speed
limit is 20 MPH. If not posted, State

law for residential areas is 30 MPH.

Something else to think about: In
warmer weather, people tend to leave
their vehicle windows down while
parked. Be sure to take your
belonging and your KEYS out of the
car BEFORE walking away. Leaving
a vehicle unsecured with items such
as a purse, wallet, CDs etc. could
create a crime of opportunity. Keys
left in vehicles are the cause of many
of the vehicle thefts we handle. Play
it safe. Secure your items, take your
keys and secure your vehicle.

Have information concerning a
crime? Call Harvard CrimeStoppers
at (815) 943-4343. CrimeStoppers
pays up to $1,000 for information
leading to the arrest and conviction
of offenders. Remember,
CrimeStoppers wants the information
— not your name.

Answer to Bicycling
Question:

2) A bicyclist must come

to a complete stop and give a
stop hand signal.

N VewsNotes, page 3
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Raindrop .......... Tumble Buckets .......... Tulip Shower

Parks & Recreation

By Bob Burkart, Superintendent

The Harvard Parks & Park Shelter Rentals

Recreation Program is proud to | Due to increasing usage, it is advisable to
announce new and/or upcoming | reserve park shelters before your event.
improvements to the City’s Resident cost is $20; non-residents $30.
parks: Forms are available at City Hall or can be
downloaded from the city’s website at
www.cityofharvard.org.

2005 Swimming Pool Season

See the insert in this newsletter for
hours of operation and costs. Pool
passes are available at pre-season

* Country Brook Park:
Playground equipment -

Summer 2005

* Mary D. Ayer Park: Pavilion,
grills and playground

Tumbling Camp For Ades 6-15

rates at City Hall from April 1
through June 3. The 7,000 square
foot pool is a handicapped-

Held in the wrestling room at Harvard High
equipment School on Mondays and Wednesdays from

* Milky Way Park: 12 new trees |5-6:30 p.m. May 2 through May 25.

* Park Pointe Park: Playground | Instructor Misty Gruenes is USA
equipment Gymnastics and Cheerleading Certified.

« Shadow Creek Park: For further information, contact Bob

accessible zero-depth pool with a
capacity for 422 people. Features
include a diving board, drop tube
slide, separate water slide, bath
house, concession stand, picnic area,
sand play area, and a sand volleyball

Basketball hoops - Burkhart at 943-6468. A nominal fee is

Summer 2005 charged to participate.

pit. Hope to see you this summer!

For more information, contact Bob Burkart, Supt. of Parks & Recreation, at 943-6468 (office) or 943-4986 (home).
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