
ZONING, PLANNING & ORDINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2005 - 7:00 p.m.   

Chairman Hay called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Committee members present:  Aldermen Hay, 
Berg, Logan and Leyden.    Also present were Mayor Nolan, Alderman Perkins, City Clerk Wells, City 
Administrator Nelson and members of the audience.  

Noise Ordinance

 
Administrator Nelson presented a report from the League for the Hard of Hearing and also a draft noise 
ordinance. After input from the audience and deliberation amongst the committee it was moved by Berg 
and seconded by Logan to recommend to the City Council that an ordinance be drafted and enacted to 
amend Chapter 27, Public Safety, and Chapter 1, General as attached hereto. Aldermen voting aye: Berg, 
Logan, Hay, Leyden. All ayes. Motion carried.  

Toy Vehicles

 

Administrator Nelson reviewed his proposal to amend the toy vehicle section of Chapter 15 as directed by 
the committee at a previous meeting. Moved by Berg and seconded by Logan to recommend to the city 
council that an ordinance be drafted and enacted amending Chapter 15 Traffic as attached hereto. 
Aldermen voting aye: Berg, Logan, Hay, Leyden. All ayes. Motion carried.  

Liquor License Review

 

Alderman Berg brought forward requests that he has had from several restaurant liquor license holders to 
amend the sales hours on Sundays. It was requested that sales be allowed beginning at 11 a.m. instead of 
noon. The reason for this change would be to allow these businesses a better opportunity to draw and hold 
customers for special events such as football games and other sporting events. After deliberation it was 
moved by Berg and seconded by Logan to recommend to the city council that an ordinance by drafted to 
amend Chapter 25 Liquor as attached hereto. Aldermen voting aye: Berg, Logan, Hay, Leyden. All ayes. 
Motion carried.  

Fence Ordinance

 

Alderman Berg brought up concerns on the current fencing requirements for swimming pools. The 
current code is four feet. His feeling is to change the code to six feet of solid fencing. After discussion on 
what constitutes solid fencing and how decking could be adapted to meet the code requirements, the city 
staff was directed to prepare a draft amendment to address these issues and to present this amendment 
back to the committee at a future meeting. It was the consensus of the committee that this should be done 
as soon as possible to allow anyone who would be in violation of the new codes time to adapt their 
fencing in order to be able to use the pools in the spring of 2006.  

Littering

 

Alderman Perkins brought to the committee concerns about the current fines for littering. Right now the 
fine for littering is $100.00 and the fine for depositing garbage in other peoples dumpsters or on city 
property is $500.00. His request is to raise the fine on littering to deter violators. After deliberation on 
what the fines should be it was moved by Berg and seconded by Logan to recommend to the city council 
that an ordinance be drafted and enacted to amend Chapter 1 General as attached hereto. Aldermen voting 
aye: Berg, Logan, Hay, Leyden. All ayes. Motion carried.   

At 7:50 p.m., moved by Berg, seconded by Logan to adjourn the meeting.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

Submitted by: 
Chairman Tom Hay      
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*amend 27.04 to read as follows:  
27.04  Noise   

A. The City of Harvard finds and declares that noise is a significant source of environmental pollution 
that represents a present and increasing threat to the public peace and to the health, safety and welfare 
to the residents of the City of Harvard. The City of Harvard further finds that standards for permissible 
noise levels and the prohibition of noise in excess of the levels are in the best interest of the public 
health, safety and general welfare.   

B. Applicability. This section does not apply to:   
1. an employee of a governmental entity engaged in the employee s official duty   
2. a person at a stadium or ball park during a sporting event   
3. a person at an authorized parade or street event   
4. a person at an authorized carnival or circus   
5. a person at an authorized fireworks show   
6. a person operating a bell or other amplification device for a religious activity   
7. a person operating an emergency vehicle   
8. a person operating an audible warning device on a vehicle or train as required by state    
       law   
9. a person who has been issued a permit  

           10. any aircraft operating in accordance with federal law  
           11. a person operating equipment in conjunction with any emergency that threatens the   

       Public health, safety and welfare   

C. It shall be unlawful and is hereby declared a nuisance for any person to make, continue or cause to 
be made any excessive, unnecessary, unusually loud or raucous sound in excess of permissible noise 
levels within any residentially zoned area of the City of Harvard, measured at the property line, or 
within 300 feet of any residentially occupied structure in any zone of the City of Harvard.    

D. General Prohibitions 
1. any stationary sound or noise of any 10 minute measuring period which exceeds the limits 
set forth:    

Use District   Noise Level   
        Residential   60 db(a)    

Business   65 db(a)    
Industrial   75 db(a)   

2. sound amplification devices 
a. the operation of any sound amplification equipment so as to create sounds 
registering 50 db(a) between 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. the following day on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays; and between the hours of 
9:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. the following day on Saturdays. 
b. it shall be unlawful, and is hereby declared a nuisance, for any person to use or 
operate a sound amplifying device, sot that the device produces loud and raucous 
sounds at a distance greater than 50 from said device unless one has obtained a 
permit to do so from the Chief of Police or his designee 
c. anyone desiring to use or operate a sound amplification device to produce sounds 
extending beyond the limits state in this section must make application for a permit 
to the Chief of Police. Each permit issued by the Chief of Police shall be valid for 
one calendar day. Each permittee shall comply with all the terms of this section, 
including, but not limited to Section 27.04(D)(2)(d) and shall be responsible for the 
use of the sound amplifying device in accordance therewith. 
d. any permit issued pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be subject to the 
following conditions: 

1. the permit shall only be in effect from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m., local time, 
Sunday through Saturday 
2. the sound amplification device shall not produce loud and raucous sounds 
at a distance greater than 100 feet from the location of the device. 
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3. the permit shall not allow loud and raucous sounds within 50 feet of a 
school or church during the hours they are in session or within 50 feet of a 
hospital or nursing home. 

e. it shall be unlawful to use or operate a sound amplifying device sot that the device 
produces loud and raucous sounds within a multiple family structure. 

3. noise emanating from motor vehicles other than that from their operation, including but not 
limited to, the noise from radios, must not be audible more than 50 feet from the vehicle from 
which the noise emanates 
4. the sounding of any horn or signaling device on any automobile, motorcycle or other 
vehicle on any street of public or private place, except as a danger warning. 
5. the keeping or have in possession, or harbor, any dog, other animal or bird which, by 
frequent or habitual howling, yelping, barking, or otherwise, causes loud noises and produces 
seriously annoying disturbance to any person. 
6. construction or repairing of buildings and structures between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 
6:00 a.m. the following day on Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays  and between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 10 a.m. the following day on Saturdays. 
7. use of heavy construction equipment between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. the 
following day on Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays and 
between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 10 a.m. the following day on Saturdays. 

a. heavy construction equipment shall include, but not be limited to, the operation of 
dump trucks, tractors, loaders, dozers, scrapers, graders, backhoes, compactors, 
crawlers and clam buckets. 
b. exceptions to the prohibitions of this section shall be the operation of such 
equipment on local streets and rights of way for transportation purposes and in 
conjunction with any emergency that threatens public health, safety and welfare. 
c. any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this section shall upon 
conviction thereof, be fined not less than $200 nor more that $1000 for each offense 
plus reasonable attorney fees incurred by the City. A separate offense shall be 
deemed committed on each day during or on which such violation is permitted to 
exist. 

8. operation of any mechanical, electrical or gasoline motor driven tool between the hours of 
9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. the following day on Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays and between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m the following day on Fridays and 
between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. the following day on Saturdays.    

E. Assessment without sound level meter. 
1. any police officer or officer of the City who hears a noise or sound that is plainly audible, 
in violation of this chapter shall assess the noise or sound according to the following 
standards: 

a. the primary means of detection shall be by means of the official s normal hearing 
faculties, so long as the official s hearing is not enhanced by any mechanical device. 
b. the official must have a direct line of sight and hearing to the real property of the 
source of the sound or noise so that the official can readily identify the source of the 
sound or noise and the distance involved. 
c. the official need not determine the particular words or phrases being said or 
produced or the name of any song or artist producing the noise or sound. The 
detection of a rhythmic bass reverberating type of noise or sound is sufficient to 
constitute a plainly audible noise or sound.  

F. Penalty:  any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this section, other than section 
27.04(D)(7), shall be fined not less than $100 nor more than $500 for each offense. A separate offense 
shall be deemed committed on each day during or on which such violation occurs or continues.  

*delete Section 27.15 Sound Amplifying Devices  ( reserve number)     
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*amend Section 15.16 Toy Vehicles to read as follows:  

15.16 Toy Vehicles 
A. it shall be unlawful fro any person upon skates, a coaster, sled, roller blades or other toy vehicle to 
go upon any roadway other than a crosswalk.  

B. except as provided in the section herein; it shall be unlawful and is hereby declared a nuisance for 
any person to operate, ride on, be pushed on or traverse on a personal use vehicle or personal use 
device on any city property, or on private property without the written permission of the property 
owner.   

C. Exceptions: 
1. motorized wheel chairs and other personal mobility devices as long as operated in a safe 
and orderly manner 
2. non motorized personal use vehicle or device may be operated on sidewalks in residential 
zoned areas as long as operated in a safe and orderly manner. 
3. non motorized personal use vehicle and personal use devices shall be permitted in city 
parks. 
4. bicycles shall be permitted on city streets when operated pursuant to 625 ILCS 5/11-1501.   
5. special events when a permit is issued by the Chief of Police.   
6. any personal use vehicle or device licensed and registered in accord with 625 ILC 
 shall be permitted on any city street or public parking lot.   

D. Definitions 
Toy Vehicles: bicycle, tricycle, skateboards or similar motorized and non motorized 
recreational vehicles 
Personal Use Vehicle and Personal Use Device: vehicles, devices or means of transportation 
or recreation which include, but are not limited to the following: bicycle, tricycle, scooter, 
rollerblade, roller skate or other similar device, whether motorized or non motorized, mini 
bike, motor driven cycle, mini motorcycles, pedalcycle, recreation device or vehicle, go cart, 
moped, all terrain vehicles, golf cart or other motorized and non motorized vehicles used for 
recreation or transportation.  

*amend Section 1.14 Settlement of Offenses to read as follows:  

Add      27.04   Noise       100.00   200.00 
Amend to   11.13   Garbage and Refuse     250.00   500.00 
Delete   27.15    Sound Amplifying Device  

*Amend Chapter 25, Alcoholic Liquor Dealers as follows: 
1. Section 25.06, Liquor License Classifications; Fees to increase the fees by $160.00 across the board 

for each liquor license classification, effective May 1, 2006; 
2. Section 25.08 (A), Closing Hours,  

A. With the exception of those who purchase an extended hours license, it shall be unlawful to 
sell or offer for sale at retail, give or knowingly permit the consumption of alcoholic liquors 
on any licensed premises pursuant to this Chapter 25, between the hours of 1 a.m. and 7 a.m. 
Mondays through Fridays, 2 a.m. and 7 a.m. on Saturdays and 2 a.m. and 12 noon

 

11 a.m.on 
Sundays.  


