
WATER & SEWER COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
JANUARY 26, 2005 - 7:00 P.M.  

Chairman Marzahl called the Water & Sewer Committee Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Committee members present were 
Aldermen Perkins, Dikun and Marzahl.  Alderman Hinterlong was absent.  Also present were Alderman Nolan, 
Administrator Nelson, City Clerk Wells, Supt. Public Works Carbonetti, Supt. Utilities Gibson and Tim Reckamp.  

Tim and Pam Reckamp Request

 
The Committee discussed Tim and Pam Reckamp's letter pertaining to the proposed forced annexation of their property 
located at 21620 Airport Rd. as it pertains to the major expense to hook up to city water/sewer lines which currently do not 
run directly in front of their property.  The closest sewer is about 1,000' away and the closest water main is at least 350' 
from the corner of the property.  The Reckamps are requesting a variation from the City's ordinance that in the event they 
sell their property, they would not be required to immediately tap-on unless those utilities at the time of the sale were 
immediately available at the corners of their property or in front of their property.  Tim Reckamp inquired if they would 
they be allowed to replace the septic system and/or well  if the need arises and utilities are not available.  Dave indicated 
that language could be included in the variation ordinance that would address permission to install a well and/or septic 
system which would have to be reviewed by the county health dept.  Moved by Dikun, seconded by Perkins to recommend 
to the City Council that an ordinance be drafted granting a variation allowing the Reckamp's the right to maintain their well 
and septic until such time as those utilities become available adjacent to the property (either across the front or to the 
corners) whether it be on one side of the road or the other and they be allowed to maintain the septic system and well so 
long as they abide by county ordinances.   At Tim Reckamp's inquiry, Administrator Nelson indicated that the variation 
would go along with the property and be transferred to a new owner in the event they would sell the property.  All ayes.  
Motion approved three to zero.  

TV Sewers

 

Dave noted the return to the original program which allocates $15,000 annually to tv sewers which is funded through the 
maintenance fee.  He would like to continue where they left off looking for the groundwater that's being pumped/treated 
and to proceed to Northfield Ave. The City has received another grant for additional work on Metzen St. and staff would 
like to at least tv the sanitary line before construction to determine the cost.  The general consensus was for staff  to obtain a 
proposal from Smith Engineering on the areas staff would like to tv and report back to Chairman Marzahl with a copy to 
the Committee and put on the agenda for Council approval.  

Water/Sewer Capital Improvements

 

The Committee reviewed the Water and Sewer Fund Capital Improvement Plan.   The Grant Street project scheduled for 
last year was not constructed as intended due to a lack of funding and is tentatively budgeted for this year.  Dave indicated 
that funding should be available to complete engineering but not construction on any other project.  With respect to #3 on 
the list, Dave noted that there is a proposal for a small commercial development at this corner and developer has been told 
he has to connect the water main. Supt. Carbonetti recommended that Grant St. from Blaine to Bourn St. be added to the 
list.  Also discussed were constructing the smaller water main looping projects which would require only preliminary 
engineering to file with the IEPA rather than full-scale engineering, constructing water/sewer projects in conjunction with 
resurfacing roads, obtaining an engineering proposal for Garfield St. from Highway 14 to McKinley St. on a total  road 
construction and then break down into drainage areas to reduce cost and replacing sanitary sewer manholes.  General 
consensus was for staff to identify the costs to complete some of the smaller water looping projects and to report back to the 
Committee for review: 

 

#5  Install new water main on West Brown from 2nd to N. Division 

 

#6  Install new water main on West Brown from 4th to 3rd  

 

#7  Install new water main on Hart from University to E. Diggins 

 

#9  Connect water main on West Park from Jackman to Blanchard  

Dave noted that Smith Engineering was in attendance at the last committee meeting to discuss infrastructure needs and the 
location of a future wastewater treatment plant.  Smith Engineering has submitted a proposal/agreement to conduct a 
Preliminary Engineering Evaluation of Future Wastewater Treatment Needs at a cost of $17,890.  Dave felt that with staff 
participation, the total man hours could be reduced.  Moved by Dikun, seconded by Perkins to recommend to the City 
Council that the agreement with Smith Engineering be approved at a  cost not to exceed $18,000 with the study funded 
through tap-on fees.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

Roy Hunt Request

 

Roy Hunt was not in attendance.  Dave noted that Mr. Hunt was sent a letter indicating the date and time of the meeting as 
well as a phone message that was left.   Dave reported that the meter was re-read and the bill was significantly higher which 
would indicate something going on inside the building which is currently vacant. The general consensus of the Committee 
was to proceed with rhw normal billing procedure and shut the water off if the bill is not paid.   



At 8:10 p.m., moved by Dikun, seconded by Perkins to adjourn the meeting.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

Submitted by: 
Chairman Marzahl 


