
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
March 10, 2009 - 7:00 P.M.

Mayor Nolan called the City Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge to the flag. Clerk
Wells called roll. Aldermen present: Leyden, Marzahl, Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Logan, Perkins and Hay.
Also present were City Treasurer Meseck, Administrator Nelson, Police Chief Kazy-Garey, Supt. Utilities
Grant, City Attorney Carlos Arévalo and members of the audience.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:

Randy Donley, McHenry County Board, District 6 Representative updated the City Council on various
seminars he has attended addressing the following topics: Rural Community Economic Development
and Mapping (Management Planning Programs and Non-Metropolitan Groups Planning). Randy noted
his involvement with the County Groundwater Protection and urged the City Council to consider having
a Harvard representative at these meetings which are usually held on Tuesdays at 2 p.m. Randy will put
Mayor Nolan on the e-mailing list for notification of meetings. Mayor Nolan noted that Randy has been
an asset to the City in helping with some of the problems that City had with the County Department of
Transportation. Alderman Hay thanked Randy for attending City Council meetings on a consistent basis.

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF 02/24/09 - APPROVED

Moved by Logan, seconded by Perkins to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting of
March 10, 2009, as presented. Aldermen voting aye: Leyden, Marzahl, Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Logan,
Perkins and Hay. All ayes. Motion carried.

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION AND FINDING OF FACTS
Groskinsky Petition for Rear and Side Yard Setback Variations @ 400 W. McKinley – Ord. 2009-107 Approved

Alderman Hay read the recommendation and findings of fact submitted by Harry Stafford, Chairman of the
Planning and Zoning Commission which met on March 3, 2009, for a hearing in the petition of Julie
Groskinsky for a variation from Section 17.20.080 as to the rear and side yard setback requirements for
property located at 400 W. McKinley St. The Planning and Zoning Commission hereby recommends
approval of the Petitioner’s request to reduce the side and rear yard setbacks as follows for a proposed three-
car garage addition:

1. Side yard requirement of 25’ on a corner lot be reduced to 17’
2. Rear yard requirement of 30’ reduced to 26’

Moved by Hay, seconded by Logan to approve the Planning and Zoning Commission’s recommendation
and Ordinance 2009-107, Granting Variations from the Harvard Zoning Ordinance Regarding the
Construction of a Three-Car Attached Garage on Property Located at 400 West McKinley Street. The
petitioner was present to answer any questions. Mayor Nolan asked if anyone wished to address the City
Council either for or against the petition. There were none. Roll call vote: Leyden, aye; Marzahl, aye;
Ulmer, aye; Szczap, aye; Adams, aye; Logan, aye; Perkins, aye and Hay, aye. Ordinance 2009-107
approved eight to zero.

HOME OCCUPATION PERMIT BRIAN CONNORS/SHAGGY’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR AT 604 N.
HOWARD ST. - APPROVED

Brian Connors, 604 N. Howard St., Harvard was in attendance with respect to his Home Occupations Permit
Application to operate a business, Shaggy’s Small Engine Repair, from his residence at 604 N. Howard St.,
Harvard. The proposed business would offer engine repair for home merchandise that would be used to cut
and maintain lawns (lawn mowers, riding mowers, push mowers, weed eaters, chain saws). Mr. Connors
has a six car garage and all equipment that is being worked on will be inside the garage. The requisite
notice was sent to adjoining property owners. There were no objectors present. Moved by Logan, seconded
by Marzahl to approve the Home Occupations Permit Application as submitted. Roll call vote: Marzahl,
aye; Ulmer, aye; Szczap, aye; Adams, aye; Logan, aye; Perkins, aye; Hay, aye and Leyden, aye. Motion
approved eight to zero.
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CHAMBER REQUEST TO CLOSE E. BLAINE ST. AND COVER NO PARKING SIGNS ON MARCH 28,
2009 FOR EXPO – APPROVED

Mayor Nolan reported that he spoke with the two homeowners that would be affected and neither had any
objections. Crystal noted her letter also requested permission to have the “no parking” signs on Garfield St.
covered in order to allow additional parking for visitors and exhibitors. Chief Kazy-Garey had no
objections to their requests. Moved by Perkins, seconded by Logan to approve the Chamber of Commerce
request to close E. Blaine Street between Lincoln and Garfield for the Chamber Expo on Saturday, March
28th, 2009. from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. and to cover the “No Parking” signs on Garfield St. during the event.
Aldermen voting aye: Leyden, Marzahl, Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Logan, Perkins and Hay. All ayes. Motion
carried. The Mayor noted that barricades will be dropped off on Friday afternoon for the Chamber’s useto
be picked up on Monday.

PROCLAMATION IN RECOGNITION OF 50 YEARS OF WRESTLING AT HHS - APPROVED

Moved by Logan, seconded by Ulmer to approve a Proclamation in Recognition of 50 Years of Wrestling at
Harvard High School. Aldermen voting aye: Leyden, Marzahl, Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Logan, Perkins and
Hay. All ayes. Motion carried. The Mayor will present the proclamation at the Harvard Wrestling Club’s
event at the Moose on April 4th.

ZONING MAP UPDATE - APPROVED

Moved by Logan, seconded by Perkins to approve the updated Zoning Map as presented. Aldermen voting
aye: Leyden, Marzahl, Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Logan, Perkins and Hay. All ayes. Motion carried.

CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL ON CITY PROPERTY FOR OPEN HOUSE - APPROVED

Moved by Perkins, seconded by Adams to approve the consumption of alcohol on city property for the open
house at the new City Hall on April 6th, 2009, from 4-7 p.m. Aldermen voting aye: Leyden, Marzahl,
Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Logan, Perkins and Hay. All ayes. Motion carried.

MCHENRY CO. ZBA NOTICE OF HEARING WITHIN CITY'S 1½ MILE JURISDICTION

The City Council reviewed the McHenry County ZBA Notice of Hearing to be held on March 18, 2009,
for the following property: Reclassification of Property Located at 23101 Graf Rd, Harvard from “E-IV”
Estate District to A-2 Agriculture with a Conditional Use Permit to Allow the Outdoor Storage of Commercial
Equipment and Vehicles and a Variation to Permit 131.81 Road Frontage. There were no objections.

CONSENT AGENDA:

 Harvard Wrestling Club Raffle Application, April 4th, 2009
Moved by Perkins, seconded by Ulmer to approve the Consent Agenda. Aldermen voting aye: Leyden,
Marzahl, Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Logan, Perkins and Hay. All ayes. Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

ALD. LOGAN - BILLS APPROVED

Moved by Logan, seconded by Perkins to approve the bills as presented in the amount of $73,109.13. Roll
call vote: Ulmer aye; Szczap, aye; Adams, aye; Logan, aye; Perkins, aye; Hay, aye; Leyden, aye and
Marzahl, aye. Motion approved eight to zero.

ALDERMAN ULMER

Alderman Ulmer noted the Groskinsky petition and asked if City had an ordinance prohibiting two
driveways on a lot and if not, if we should have. Administrator Nelson noted that because it is a corner
lot, there would be allowance for a driveway cut on each access of the roadway to a certain
minimum/maximum requirement. On an interior lot, there would be a limit of 24’ or 33% of lot width
for a curb cut. Current code requires a driveway to line up with something so you couldn’t just put in a
driveway.

MAYOR’S REPORT

 The Open House for the new City Hall is Monday, April 6th

 The City will have a booth at the Chamber Expo on March 28th.
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator Nelson noted the report he gave to the aldermen on the Lawrence Creek Sub Watershed Area
Planning Study. Members of the Chicago Metropolitan Planning Agency will be at the City Council
Meeting on April 14th to go through the report. There may be funds available through the USEPA and IEPA
for certain projects to try and clean up this particular waterway.

Administrator Nelson noted the list of projects that were submitted for the federal government stimulus
package. The city has received a response that the federal government isn’t going to hand out any money
for water projects and the larger projects for roadways were deemed not appropriate. The federal
government wanted the city to do a resurfacing project. In response, the City submitted two other
roadways for resurfacing: Garfield St. and Route 14/McGuire Rd. as part of the widening of that
intersection. The Council of Mayors responded that the City had to choose one project and it would be
better if was just a resurfacing project so the City put the priority on the resurfacing of Garfield St. from
McKinley to Highway 14. Administrator Nelson further noted there may be opportunities with the
stimulus money to be able to something in the future of a longer term nature. However, any initial
immediate impact at the local level is pretty minimal.

CLERK'S REPORT - UPCOMING MEETING DATES

March 17 Events Committee Meeting, 5 p.m.
March 24 Regular City Council Meeting, 7 p.m.

DEPARTMENT HEADS REPORTS

Smith Engineering & Dept. Heads: Reports as submitted.

Supt. of Utilities Grant reported that Well #10 will be started up on April 13th, 2009. Notices will be
delivered door-to-door to residents in the 4th Ward notifying them that the City will be reversing the flow of
water from Well #10 to the water tower on Front St. and flushing hydrants.

The Mayor commended the Police Dept. for their quick response in the robbery at the Harvard Community
Credit Union on Monday, March 9th.

NO REPORTS

City Attorney Arévalo, Treasurer Meseck and Aldermen Hay, Perkins, Adams, Szczap, Marzahl and Leyden
had no specific report at this time.

At 7:22 p.m., moved by Perkins, seconded by Logan to adjourn the meeting. Aldermen voting aye: Leyden,
Marzahl, Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Logan, Perkins and Hay. All ayes. Motion carried.

Submitted by:

Andy Wells,
City Clerk Date


