
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
January 13, 2009 - 7:00 P.M.

Clerk Wells called the City Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge to the flag. Clerk
Wells called roll. Aldermen present: Marzahl, Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Logan, Perkins and Hay. Alderman
Leyden was absent. Also present were Treasurer Meseck, Administrator Nelson, Community Development
Director Santeler, Police Chief Kazy-Garey, Supt. Public Works Kruckenberg, City Attorney Carlos
Arévalo and members of the audience.

In Mayor Nolan’s absence, moved by Logan, seconded by Perkins to appoint Alderman Hay as Mayor
Protem for the meeting. Aldermen voting aye: Marzahl, Ulmer, Szczap, Logan, Adams, Perkins and Hay.
All ayes. Motion carried.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION: NONE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF 12/16/08 - APPROVED

Moved by Perkins, seconded by Marzahl to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting of
December 16, 2008, as presented. Aldermen voting aye: Marzahl, Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Logan, Perkins
and Hay. All ayes. Motion carried.

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION AND FINDING OF FACTS
William Perez/Variation Time Allowed for Discontinued Use of Legal Non-Conforming Use for Property Located at
303 W. Diggins. – Ord. 2009-101 Approved to Deny Petition

Alderman Hay read the recommendation submitted by Harry Stafford, Chairman of the Planning and Zoning
Commission which met on January 6, 2009, for a hearing in the petition of the William Perez for a variation
from Section 17.48.040, Non-Conforming Uses, to extend the time allowed for discontinued uses of a legal
non-conforming use for property located at 303 and 303½ W. Diggins St., Harvard. The Planning and
Zoning Commission recommends that the petition be denied.

Moved by Hay, seconded by Marzahl to approve the Planning and Zoning Commission’s recommendation
Ordinance 2009-101, denying the petition for a variation. Clerk Wells noted that the Planning and Zoning
Commission did not present a Finding of Fact and read the following Finding of Fact for City Council
consideration: that the petitioner did not show a hardship that merited the variation and given the fact that
the petitioner allowed the permit to expire and has done nothing over the last six months has created the
hardship which, therefore, does not meet the standard set forth in Section 17.52.040 for variations.
Aldermen Hay and Marzahl amended their motion and second respectively to include language for Finding
of Fact as presented by the City Clerk. There were no further questions or comments. The Petitioner
declined to address the City Council. Roll call vote: Marzahl, aye; Ulmer, aye; Szczap, aye; Adams, aye;
Logan, aye; Perkins, aye and Hay, aye. Ordinance 2009-101 approved seven to zero.

City of Harvard Text Amendments – Ord. 2009-102 Approved

Chairman Hay noted the recommendations and Findings of Fact submitted by Harry Stafford, Chairman
of the Planning and Zoning Commission which met on January 6, 2009, for a hearing in the petition of
the City of Harvard for text amendments to Chapter 17 of the Harvard Municipal Code.

The Planning and Zoning Commission hereby recommends approval of the following text amendments:

1. Amend Section 17.20.080(K)(1) Lot Area Bulk Regulations, Height of Accessory Use which
currently reads “no accessory building… ; amend to read “all accessory buildings…”

2. Delete Table 2, Lot Area For Particular Uses
3. Delete Section 17.20.090, Lot Area Requirements for Particular Uses, which references Table 2.

With respect to that portion of the City’s request for a text amendment to Section 17.36.020(B)(2)
and (C)(3), Location of Accessory Uses to amend language in both paragraphs to add “or in a



2

business district”, the Planning and Zoning Commission hereby recommends approval of the text
amendment excluding the B-2 Zoning District as an allowable location for an accessory use.

Moved by Hay, seconded by Logan to approve the Planning and Zoning Commission’s recommendation
and Ordinance 2009-102, Amending Chapter 17 as discussed. Roll call vote: Ulmer, aye; Szczap, aye;
Adams, aye; Logan, aye; Perkins, aye; Hay, aye and Marzahl, aye. Ordinance 2009-102 approved seven
to zero.

ITEMS #6 AND #7 RE BRAVO PIZZA DROPPED FROM AGENDA AT THE PETITIONER’S REQUEST

WALGREEN’S TOBACCO APPLICATION – APPROVED

Moved by Perkins, seconded by Marzahl to approve Walgreen’s Tobacco License Application as submitted.
Roll call vote: Szczap, aye; Adams, aye; Logan, aye; Perkins, aye; Hay, aye; Marzahl, aye and Ulmer, aye.
Motion approved seven to zero.

MCHENRY COUNTY FARM BUREAU TRACTOR TREK JULY 18, 2009 – APPROVED

Administrator Nelson noted that the McHenry County Farm Bureau request is similar to previous requests
to host the tractor trek at Milky Way Park on July 18th, 2009, with a waiver of fees for police protection.
Staff would recommend that the rental fees for the park shelter not be waived. Moved by Perkins, seconded
by Marzahl to approve the McHenry County Farm Bureau request to host the Seventh Annual Tractor Trek
at Milky Way Park on July 18th, 2009, with a waiver of fees for police protection; shelter fees will still be
applicable. Aldermen voting aye: Marzahl, Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Logan, Perkins and Hay. All ayes.
Motion carried.

CDBG GRANT AGREEMENT – HOWARD STREET DRAINAGE - APPROVED

Administrator Nelson reported that this is a CDBG grant that was written in 2007 in the amount of $210,000
for drainage along Howard Street and a portion of W. Thompson St. Said project was included in last
year’s budget, but was delayed at the County level due to paperwork issues with the Federal government.
The project has now been approved and Administrator Nelson will include in FY09/10 Budget. Moved by
Adams, seconded by Ulmer to approve the agreement and to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the
contract. Roll call vote: Adams, aye; Logan, aye; Perkins, aye; Hay, aye; Marzahl, aye; Ulmer, aye and
Szczap, aye. Motion approved seven to zero.

CDBG GRANT AGREEMENT – GARFIELD STREET ADA RAMPS - APPROVED

Administrator Nelson reported that this is another CDBG grant that was written in 2007 in the amount of
$35,000 for a handicap ramp, including a retaining wall, at the corner of Garfield and E. Diggins St. Said
project was included in last year’s budget but was delayed at the County level due to paperwork issues with
the Federal government. The project has now been approved and Administrator Nelson will include in
FY09/10 Budget. Moved by Perkins, seconded by Ulmer to approve the agreement and to authorize the
Mayor and City Clerk to sign the contract. Roll call vote: Logan, aye; Perkins, aye; Hay, aye; Marzahl, aye;
Ulmer, aye; Szczap, aye and Adams, aye. Motion approved seven to zero.

MCHENRY CO. BOARD OF REVIEW/REQUEST FOR CHANGE IN ASSESSED VALUE

The City Council reviewed the notices received from the McHenry County Board of Review for a change in
assessed value for properties located at 1701 S. Division St. (Heritage Inn) and property located on the north
side of Ill Route 173, ¼ mile west of Eastman St. (old Burkart property). City Administrator Nelson noted
that in order to file an appeal, the City would have to provide evidence which would include hiring an
appraiser and legal counsel and wasn’t sure how successful it would be. Administrator Nelson noted that
the Council has time to make a decision on whether or not to appeal and will speak with the Mayor at his
return and determine whether or not to bring back to the City Council.

SURPLUS PROPERTY – ORD. 2009-103 APPROVED

Administrator Nelson reviewed items left at the Castle Bank building that are surplus: (7) Steel Case
Cabinets; (6) Wooden Cabinets and a 10’ Tan Countertop. Moved by Perkins, seconded by Logan to
approve Ordinance 2003-103 to declare said items as surplus property. Roll call vote: Perkins, aye; Hay,
aye; Marzahl, aye; Ulmer, aye; Szczap, aye; Adams, aye and Logan, aye. Ord. 2009-103 approved seven to
zero.
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CITY HALL RENNOVATION BUDGET - APPROVED

Administrator Nelson reviewed his memo pertaining to the City Hall Renovation Budget and noted that
the funding was already secured with the purchase of the building. Moved by Perkins, seconded by
Logan to approve a total remodel budget in the amount of $85,000. The sign has already been approved
and is not included in the budget amount. Roll call vote: Hay, aye; Marzahl, aye; Ulmer, aye; Szczap,
aye; Adams, aye; Logan, aye and Perkins, aye. Motion approved seven to zero.

MCHENRY CO. ZBA NOTICE OF HEARING WITHIN CITY'S 1½ MILE JURISDICTION

The City Council reviewed the McHenry County ZBA Notice of Hearing to be held on January 22, 2009,
for the following property: variation for property located at 11317 Rte 14, Harvard to permit a 14.9 foot
rear transitional yard setback to construct an accessory building and drying structure. There were no
objections.

CONSENT AGENDA:

 Harvard Wrestling Club Raffle License Application January 31, 2009
 Chamber of Commerce Raffle License Application January 1 – December 31, 2009
 Chamber of Commerce Request for Sign at 5-points
Moved by Perkins, seconded by Ulmer to approve the Consent Agenda. Aldermen voting aye: Marzahl,
Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Perkins and Hay. Alderman Logan abstained. All ayes. Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

ALD. LOGAN - BILLS APPROVED

Moved by Logan, seconded by Perkins to approve the bills as presented and amended in the amount of
$451,128.09. Roll call vote: Marzahl, aye; Ulmer, aye; Szczap, aye; Adams, aye; Logan, aye; Perkins, aye
and Hay, aye. Motion approved seven to zero.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator Nelson updated the City Council on the status of progress at the new City Hall. The
estimated moving date is near the end of February or the first part of March.

CLERK'S REPORT - UPCOMING MEETING DATES

January 20 Events Committee Meeting, 5 p.m.
January 27 Regular City Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
Clerk Wells noted he will be accepting petitions to be filed for the April 7th Consolidated Election
beginning Monday, January 19th, 2009 at 8 a.m.

DEPARTMENT HEADS REPORTS

 Smith Engineering & Dept. Heads: Reports as submitted.
 Supt. Kruckenberg commended the Building Dept. and Utilities Dept. for their efforts in assisting the

Public Works Dept. with snow removal. To date, the City has used about one-half of the salt allotment.

NO REPORTS

City Attorney Arévalo, Treasurer Meseck and Aldermen Marzahl, Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Perkins, Hay
had no specific report at this time.

At 7:23 p.m., moved by Perkins, seconded by Logan to adjourn the meeting. Aldermen voting aye:
Marzahl, Ulmer, Szczap, Adams, Logan, Perkins and Hay. All ayes. Motion carried.

Submitted by:

Andy Wells,
City Clerk Date


