
EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL  
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

201 W. FRONT ST., HARVARD, ILLINOIS 
JULY 27, 2005  7:30 p.m.  

Mayor Nolan called the meeting to order to discuss Section 2(c) (5) Purchase or Lease of Real 
Estate. Clerk Wells called roll.  Aldermen present:  Leyden, Marzahl, Ulmer, Berg, Dikun, Logan, 
Perkins and Hay.  Also present were Treasurer Meseck, Administrator Nelson and Attorney 
McArdle.  

Purchase or Lease of Real Estate

 

Administrator Nelson reviewed an opportunity as part of the W.O.W. Program to purchase a 
triangular piece of property on Thompson St. at the corner of Blanchard/Jackman/Thompson which 
the City is already maintaining.  The irregular 105 x 29 parcel is for sale through the McHenry 
County Public Auction of Surplus Property to be held on Monday, August 8, 2005, at 7:00 p.m.  The 
minimum bid is $450.00.  There are a couple of options available if the City owns the parcel:  the 
City could vacate Jackman St. which would by virtue of the vacation create a buildable lot or sell the 
parcel to the neighbors.  The general consensus was to authorize Alderman Logan to place a bid on 
the subject property on behalf of the City of Harvard strting with the minimum bid of $450 not to 
exceed $1,000.00.  

Mayor Nolan reported on a building for sale in the downtown area which might be a more suitable 
location for City Hall than adding on to our current building.  The site is the current Castle Bank 
located on West Diggins.  The bank is looking at relocating the bank to Airport Road Plaza in a 
couple years.  The Mayor has discussed details with architect Paul Glenn.  The City can purchase the 
building at a price of $725,000 or less, and install a handicapped accessible elevator, washrooms, and 
remove walls downstairs for a council chambers and conference room for about $200,000 less than 
building an addition to the current building which was estimated at $1.1 million.  City Hall would 
still be turned over to the Police Department with the long term plan to include building a police 
department when funds permit at the new site and eventually to sell the current City Hall.  The 
general consensus was to direct Mayor Nolan to proceed and advise the bank that the City is 
definitely interested.  

Closed session was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.  
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