
CITY COUNCIL HEARING  - ANNEXATION AGREEMENT  
MEYER MATERIAL, INC. 

DECEMBER 8, 2004 - 6:30 P.M.  

Mayor Henning called the public hearing to order.  Clerk Wells called roll.  Aldermen present: Nolan, 
Marzahl, Hinterlong, Berg, Dikun, Bellon, Perkins and Hay. Also present were Treasurer Meseck, 
Administrator Nelson, Chief Mrozek, Building Inspector Santeler, Attorney McArdle and Gary 
Rozwadowski, Smith Engineering.  Present on behalf of the petitioners was Attorney Tom Zanck and 
Allen Miller, General Manager of Meyer Material.  

Mayor Henning opened the hearing, which was continued from November 17, 2004, in the petition of 
Meyer Material, Inc. pertaining to the annexation agreement.   

Smith Engineering Comments

 

Smith Engineering indicated they have reviewed the plans submitted to the City of Harvard; Meyer 
Material has addressed all of Smith Engineering's comments.  With respect to the Illinois DNR 
Endangered Species Consultation, Meyer Material has stated that the original consultation has expired.  
Smith Engineering recommends that Meyer Material reopen and resubmit the paperwork to reopen 
that consultation with the City of Harvard copied on all correspondence with that agency.    

Questions by City Council Members to Petitioners and Engineer

 

Mayor Henning asked for questions by the City Council Members to the petitioners and engineers.  

Alderman Nolan inquired if the berm around the processing area would be landscaped.  Allen Miller 
stated that a landscape plan was submitted to the City of Harvard for the west side of Lawrence Rd.  
Alderman Nolan noted that the annexation agreement requires payment to the City of Harvard in the 
amount of $.04 per ton of material excavated from the Lawrence Road gravel pit and requested that 
Meyer Material consider an additional $.02 per ton to be used between the City of Harvard, Chemung 
Road District and School District 50 with representatives from each group.  Allen Miller stated that 
Meyer Material would be in agreement to the requested change in the Annexation Agreement.  

Alderman Marzahl inquired how Meyer Material was working with the owners of the property to the 
south of the proposed gravel pit with respect to berming.  Allen Miller stated that Meyer Material and 
Steve and Deb Wrath have reached an agreement with respect to their property, but he could not 
disclose any details of said agreement.  

Alderman Hinterlong asked Mr. Harrison about property values of the parcels immediately 
surrounding the gravel pit with respect to the documents presented at the hearing that property values 
decreased.  Mr. Harrison noted that he reviewed the affidavit by the Algonquin Township Assessor 
that was submitted at the hearing indicating he reduced the assessed value on some parcels in 
Algonquin.  Mr. Harrison stated he checked into the information on the affidavit and clarified that the 
properties are located in a subdivision called Fox Trails located in Cary which abuts land owned by 
Meyer Material and noted that the township assessor granted a reduction in assessed value in the land 
in 1993 before the mining operation was even going on.   Since that time, Mr. Harrison thought that 
the property values had gone back up because the mining activity had moved beyond that.   His studies 
comparing the sales in the Fox Trail Subdivision from 1995-2001, which was when most of the 
mining activity were actively going on the Meyer property in full force.  The study compared sales in 
Fox Trails with three other subdivisions elsewhere in Cary that were not affected by the gravel pit; the 
study showed that appreciation rates were the same in all of the subdivisions regardless of their 
location.  The average sale price was about the same.   The study also showed that a small percentage 
of sales in all of the subdivisions where property values went down due to various factors.  

Alderman Berg asked Smith Engineering if it was required that the dialogue be reopened before Meyer 
engage in mining.    Smith Engineering responded that Meyer Material initially filed the Endangered 
Species Consultation Report with the Illinois DNR and the dialogue was terminated and completed.   
The DNR is now requesting that dialogue be reopened.    A representative from Meyer Material 
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indicated that the initial Endangered Specials Consultation was closed, but when Meyer Material files 
for a surface mining permit with the Illinois DNR, they will automatically go through Endangered 
Species review again.      

Alderman Berg inquired if the aggregate would be loaded into the railway cars during the hours of 
operation as cited in the annexation agreement or if they would be loaded in the evening.  Mr. Miller 
indicated that the railway cars would be loaded during the hours of operation permitted in the 
annexation agreement and that the trains would pull them out in the evening, based upon Union 
Pacific's train schedule.  

Alderman Berg noted the concern expressed by residents in nearby areas who have asthma or lung 
conditions that fear an adverse impact by any particulate matter that might be released into the 
atmosphere via mining activities, activities at the pit or by increased transportation and inquired if any 
studies had been done on particulate matter  that is released as a result of the current use of  the land 
which is farming or any other adverse impact that may be occurring from pesticides, insecticides, etc. 
as a result of farming activities in comparison to the proposed mining activities.  Mr. Miller did not 
have an answer to the question but stated that the EPA requirements are very stringent and that 
particulate levels and any other noxious levels are governed by the EPA.  Alderman Berg inquired if 
during the time that the asphalt plant was in operation at the McGuire Road pit, if Meyer Material 
received any complaints of noxious fumes or anything related to the asphalt plant.  Mr. Miller stated to 
the best of his knowledge, no complaints were received.  

Alderman Dikun asked Mr. Miller how many railcars would be loaded on a daily basis.  Mr. Miller 
indicated that at the peak production, which will probably be seven or eight years down the road, two 
trains a night with 40 cars on each train are anticipated.  

Alderman Dikun inquired about the DNR and relocation of any endangered species.  Mr. Miller stated 
that the first study showed there were no endangered species that needed to be relocated.  When they 
go through the study again, if any endangered species moved onto the property in the last few years, 
they would have to relocate them.    

Alderman Dikun commented that he has relatives that live in Fox Trails who were initially against the 
gravel pit.   The family still lives in the home with a son who is a severe asthmatic with no problems.  
The gravel pit has not had any impact on the value of their property.  Alderman Dikun thanked the 
audience for their letters and comments.  

Alderman Bellon, Perkins and Hay stated all their questions had been answered.  

QUESTIONS BY CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS TO OBJECTORS

 

Mayor Henning inquired if there were any questions by City Council members to the objectors.    
There were none.  

MAYOR'S PROPOSAL

 

Mayor Henning asked for Meyer Material's consideration of his proposal to the City Council in their 
packets pertaining to the proposed asphalt plant:   The Conditional Use Permit for the operation of a 
bituminous asphalt plant is subject to the following additional conditions:  

i. That no permit for the operation of a bituminous asphalt plant will be issued before January 1, 
2010.  

ii. The operational entity of the asphalt plant must pay to the City of Harvard the sum of $.30 for 
each ton of asphalt hauled from the property as established by loading or weight tickets from 
petitioner's scale.  Payment of these sums shall begin on the first quarter anniversary of the 
commencement of the operation of the bituminous asphalt plant property and on the 
anniversary of each quarter thereafter. 
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iii. The asphalt fee shall increase by $.01 on January 1 of each and every year the asphalt plant is 

in operation after January 1, 2010.  

iv.  The bituminous asphalt plant must be state of the art at the time it begins operation.  

v. As a condition to the issuance of an operating permit for the asphalt plant, Meyer Material 
Company must waive its right to have an asphalt plant at its McGuire Road pit in Harvard, 
Illinois.  

At 6:55 p.m., moved by Berg, seconded by Dikun to adjourn the hearing.  Aldermen voting aye:  
Nolan, Marzahl, Hinterlong, Berg, Dikun, Bellon, Perkins and Hay.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   

Submitted by:   

Andy Wells,           

 

City Clerk            Date 


