
ZONING, PLANNING & ORDINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

May 12, 2015 - 6 pm 

 
Chairman Ulmer called the meeting to order at 6:24 pm.  Committee members present:  Chairman Phil 

Ulmer, Aldermen Ron Burlingame, Raul Meza and Carl Opper.  Also present were Mayor Jay Nolan, 

City Clerk Wells and Aldermen Mike Kelly and Jeremy Adams.    

 

Public Comment: None 

 

Chief Krause’s Proposal to Adopt the Illinois Vehicle Code 

The Ordinance Committee reviewed Chief Krause’s proposal to adopt the Illinois Vehicle Code in its 

entirety as was recommended by the City’s prosecuting attorney.  Alderman Opper inquired as to what 

portions of the Illinois Vehicle Code weren’t previously adopted. City Clerk Wells noted that the 

differences were related to the settlement of offenses.  After further discussion, a motion was made by 

Alderman Opper, seconded by Alderman Meza to put the Chief’s proposal on the May 25
th
, 2015, City 

Council agenda, requesting that Chief Krause or his designee put together a summary to be included in 

the agenda packet identifying the specifics.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Proposed Ordinance Establishing a 3% Amusement Tax 

The Committee reviewed the proposed ordinance establishing a 3% amusement tax.  The original concept 

for an amusement tax was introduced by City Administrator Nelson and discussed during the budget 

workshop meetings using the tax collected for park purposes.  The definition of amusement as drafted by 

the City Attorney is much broader than what was originally envisioned to tax such as the rodeo, circus 

and Milk Days carnival which bring in outside tourism. 

 Alderman Opper noted his concerns in charging the tax for a motion picture show and bowling or 

billiard or pool games.  After discussion about clarifying the definition of amusements, the consensus 

was to not eliminate any of the listed amusements but to broaden the list of exemptions to include 

businesses that are already licensed under local sections of the code book i.e. pool tables, billiard 

parlor, red box, video games., etc. and any organization that is tax exempt under the specific 501(c) 

designation for churches and religious groups.     

 Other venues that would be considered taxable would be 4
th
 Fridays, golf, virtual golf  and laser tag. 

 The funds collected from the amusement tax to be designated to the parks fund.   

 

Moved by Alderman Opper, seconded by Alderman Meza to recommend to the City Council that the 

proposed ordinance be approved with the discussed changes to be effective January 1
st
, 2016.  City Clerk 

Wells was directed to incorporate the changes into the ordinance for consideration by the full City 

Council at the May 25
th
 meeting.  All ayes. Motion passed  

 

At 7:00 p.m., moved by Alderman Opper, seconded by Alderman Ulmer to adjourn the meeting.  All 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Submitted by: 

Chairman Phil Ulmer 


